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THE BIG IDEA

Love is enabled when we know our God and all that he has provided for us in Christ. When 
we know what Jesus has done for us, we are freed up to love those around us with what 
they need—namely, the gospel—regardless of the circumstance we find ourselves in. Today, 
we take a look at how Paul and Silas love others in a patient and kind way in the middle of a 
difficult circumstance.

START A CONVERSATION  (Use this to begin a Conversation that Matters with your kids, co-
workers, spouse, or someone in line at the grocery store. Then, tell us about it.)

• Who has sacrificed their own personal comfort to love you well?

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

• We mentioned that knowing God and what he has provided to us in Christ is how we are 
able to love others well. How has knowing God changed the way you love other people?

• The additional passage we looked at (1 Corinthians 13) is known and quoted even in our 
post-Christian culture. In what(s) does our society make these sorts of claims about love 
but fail to follow through?

• What about you? Which of these characteristics of love (patient, kind, not jealous, and 
not arrogant) is the most difficult for you to consistently live out and why?

• Paul and Silas experience great swings in their life during this story from imprisoned 
suffering to joyful freedom. Where do you find yourself right now on this suffering-
rejoicing continuum? What does the Bible have to say about your circumstance and what 
you should do in it?

GO DEEPER

• We can love others only because God first loved us. John Piper outlines the connection 
between our new birth in Christ and our love for others.

• Bill Hybels shares the story of how one man’s time with God moved him to risk much for 
the sake of loving the church and loving others.

• This short devotional from Tabletalk Magazine reminds us that selfishness and Christlike 
love cannot coexist.

• Christian love is not natural or easy. Erik Raymond reminds us that following Jesus will 
mean loving unlovely people even when it costs us.

LIVE IN LOVE THIS WEEK

Think again of the story of Paul and Silas in prison. Where do you find yourself in a similarly 
difficult situation? And who around you is like the Philippian jailer in need of someone to 
love them selflessly even at great cost? How can you show love to this person and this 
circumstance? Ask God for the measure of grace needed to respond to well this week. 
Pursue him and all that he offers to you in Christ, and then live like Jesus this week.
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